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The Launceston Chamber of Commerce has again urged all Members of the Tasmanian 
Parliament to consider the very real impact that ongoing political instability is having on 
businesses, investment, and community confidence across the state. The consequences are no 
longer hypothetical—leaders across several sectors are voicing serious concern about stalled 
progress, lost opportunities, and economic risk. 

Alina Bain, CEO of the Launceston Chamber of Commerce, said the Chamber was fielding 
growing concerns from members across industries—from tourism and health to advanced 
manufacturing and hospitality. “Today’s political manoeuvring is not what our state needs,” she 
said. “Business does not need this distraction. We need leadership, not squabbling. We all have 
revenue-generating work to get on with.” 

Ms Bain noted that Tasmania is facing a critical window of opportunity. “The future of our state 
depends on our ability to drive confidence, attract investment, and build the infrastructure and 
services we need to compete nationally. What’s happening in Parliament this week sends the 
wrong message—not just within Tasmania, but across the country. It creates uncertainty, 
undermines confidence, and risks our reputation as a serious place to do business.” 

Business leaders from across Tasmania have echoed these concerns—highlighting the risks to 
investment, long-term planning, and public confidence. Their messages reinforce the need for 
all Members of Parliament to return their focus to the economic and social priorities that truly 
matter. 

Quote to be attributed to Paul Lupo, St Lukes CEO: 

“In the face of rising cost-of-living pressures and structural health challenges, Tasmanians are 
looking for their Parliament to work together—not against each other. At a time when the 
community is doing it tough, clear leadership is critical and should represent cooperation – not 
conflict.  

Tasmanians at the last election voted for a more diverse and representative Parliament to drive 
meaningful change. In such challenging times this responsibility rests with every Member of the 
House—not just the government of the day—and requires stability and shared purpose.” 
 
Quote to be attributed to Phaedra Deckart, CEO, Solstice Energy: 

“Political instability puts clean energy investment at risk and the Westbury BioHub is a clear 
example. This cornerstone project is ready to deliver real decarbonisation for hard-to-abate 
industries in Tasmania, but without certainty in government and parliament, we risk losing 
momentum, funding, and investor confidence. 



Any political uncertainty or delay risks setting the project back by 12 months or more, 
jeopardising over $50 million in private investment, costing 50 regional construction jobs, and 
stalling the creation of up to 150 indirect jobs across agriculture, transport and manufacturing. It 
would also deny Tasmania a rare opportunity to cut over 13,000 tonnes of emissions, divert 
nearly 40,000 tonnes of organic waste from landfill, and reduce reliance on natural gas in 
advanced manufacturing. 
  
Political leadership matters, when governments and parliaments waver, projects stall. We urge 
all sides of parliament to commit to stability, clarity and bipartisan support for clean energy 
investment; so that the Westbury BioHub and projects like it can proceed without disruption 
and deliver lasting benefits for the state.” 
 
Quote to be attributed to Sam Reid, Co-Founder, Du Cane Brewing & Dining Hall: 

“As a business owner in Launceston, I’m frustrated by the political uncertainty unfolding in 
Tasmania. It undermines the confidence small businesses like ours need to invest, hire, and 
grow. This kind of instability risks becoming a national embarrassment—making it harder to 
attract people, business, and investment to our state at a time when we should be showcasing 
our strengths. 

We’ve worked hard to build momentum and create year-round economic activity. That progress 
depends on stability and long-term thinking from our leaders. I urge all Members of Parliament 
to consider the broader impact of their actions on Tasmania’s future.” 

The Launceston Chamber of Commerce remains committed to supporting the businesses, 
investors, and workers who are building Tasmania’s future. We urge all Members of Parliament 
to provide the certainty and leadership our state needs—by focusing on collaboration, 
execution, and the long-term prosperity of our community. 
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