
 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
7 April 2025 

Launceston Chamber of Commerce Calls for Federal Commitment to  
Transform Greater Launceston Economy 

The Launceston Chamber of Commerce has today released its 2025 Federal Election Priorities, calling for 
decisive action from all political parties to support a transformational agenda for Northern Tasmania. 

Speaking ahead of a press conference scheduled for Tuesday 8 April at 9:30am at The Boathouse, 
Launceston, Chamber CEO Alina Bain said the election represents a defining moment for the region. 

“This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to position Launceston and Northern Tasmania for long-term 
economic growth. We’re calling for a bold, collaborative approach to ensure our region becomes one of 
the greatest places in the world to do business,” said Ms Bain. 

The Chamber’s paper outlines seven key priority areas across three pillars: demand and revenue 
generation, freight and connectivity, and liveability and natural assets. 

Demand and Revenue Generation 

Strategic investment is urgently needed in projects that attract people, talent, and business, expanding 
the region’s economic base and driving sustainable prosperity. 

“These are not just infrastructure projects—they are economic catalysts,” said Alina Bain, CEO of the 
Launceston Chamber of Commerce. “A purpose-built conference centre will significantly expand our 
visitor economy and position Launceston as a leading destination for business events. At the same time, 
strategic investment in Bell Bay will stimulate growth across construction, hospitality, and service 
industries, while embedding Northern Tasmania into the national narrative on renewable energy and 
sovereign manufacturing.” 

Ms Bain said, “Together, these initiatives are about creating lasting demand, securing new income 
streams, and building a future-ready economy for our region.” 

Priority Initiatives: 
 
1. Conference Centre  
2. Bell Bay, Renewables and Advanced Manufacturing 

Moving Freight, Data and People 

To remain competitive, Tasmania must overcome the challenges of being an island state by investing in 
freight, digital connectivity and transport infrastructure. 
 
“Efficiently moving goods, data, and people is essential to any modern economy,” said Ms Bain. “We 



need a fit-for-purpose Freight Equalisation Scheme, a future-ready Launceston Airport, and urgent 
federal action to support the Marinus Link and data cable rollout.” 

Priority Initiatives: 

3. Reform of the Tasmanian Freight Equalisation Scheme (TFES) 
4. Support for Marinus Link and Digital Connectivity, supporting TasICT 
5. Federal co-investment in Launceston Airport’s 2035 redevelopment plan, supporting APAL 

Supporting Livability and Natural Resources 

To attract and retain people and businesses, the region must continue to invest in its natural 
environment, recreation infrastructure and cultural assets. 
 
“Liveability is not just a lifestyle benefit—it’s an economic asset,” Ms Bain said. “Protecting and 
activating the Tamar Estuary and supporting local council-led projects will help us keep and grow the 
talent we need.” 

Priority Initiatives: 

6. Support for Local Government-led infrastructure and community projects, supporting NTDC 
7. Investment in the Kanamaluka / Tamar Estuary, supporting TEMT 

The Chamber is calling on all federal candidates to publicly commit to these priorities and work with 
state, local and private sector partners to deliver outcomes beyond the election cycle. 
 
“The ideas are clear. The need is urgent. The opportunity is now,” Ms Bain concluded. 

Press Conference Details: 

Tuesday 8 April 2025, 9:30 AM 
The Boathouse, Launceston 
Media welcome - Q&A with 

- Alina Bain, CEO, Launceston Chamber of Commerce 
- Ilya Brucksch, Head of Planning, Development and Customer, Launceston Airport 
- Russell Kelly, CEO, TasICT 
- Chris Griffin, CEO, Northern Tasmania Development Corporation 
- Pam Allan, Executive Chair, Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce 

Media Contact: 

Alina Bain, CEO, Launceston Chamber of Commerce, (03) 6331 9364 
 

 


