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Our region’s economy is re-invigorated. Our business community  
is innovative, globally competitive, and operates sustainably.  
It is a region of choice for people to live, work and invest.
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VICE PRESIDENT 
Kate Daley (Personal Member)

Pure Foods Eggs 

PRESIDENT 
Andrew Pitt 

Neil Pitt’s Menswear 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Daniela Cavalletti 
Cavalletti Communications 

TREASURER 
Stephen Brown 

Launceston City Mission 
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Bianca Welsh 

Stillwater, Black Cow 
and Stillwater Seven

Fiona Turner 

Bitwise Agronomy 

Tim Holder 

Tasmanian Broadcasters 

Mark Baker 

Northern Tasmania  
Development Corporation

 

Hans Van Pelt 

Affairs of State 

Lynda McKay  
(Personal Member) 
Skills Tas 

Archana Brammall 

Sweetbrew 

Naomi Walsh 
(Personal Member) 
University of Tasmania 

Craig Perkins 

Regional Development  
Australia - Tasmania
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The Chamber’s guiding vision is for Launceston to be 
recognised as being one of the great regional cities 
of the world by 2040. A great regional city requires a 
balance of qualities and opportunities and our vision for 
Launceston is as an innovative, sustainable and creative 
cultural centre where talented people enjoy living and 
working. Over the last year, most of our advocacy and 
collaboration has centred on moving us towards 
that vision:

•	 An entrepreneurial ecosystem that attracts start-
ups and scale-ups and provides the supporting 
infrastructure they need to grow and thrive.

•	 Adoption of new technologies and ways of doing 
things that decarbonise the economy and build  
our reputation as a future-focussed region.

•	 A comprehensive approach to urban greening, 
including a collaboration with the City of  
Launceston and a submission to the Great  
Regional City Challenge.

•	 A Tamar Estuary that is managed sustainably as 
a key natural asset the Launceston community  
is proud of, including an invitation to sit on the 
Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce, and  
ongoing advocacy for a catchment-based approach.

•	 Being globally recognised as one of the great food 
regions of the world through our contributions  
and support of Launceston Gastronomy, The 
UNESCO Creative Cities bid, and FermenTasmania.

•	 A vital and vibrant central city, including our  
ongoing representation on the Cityprom Board  
and participation in the working group developing  
a new model for a central city agency. 

•	 Improved coordination across the health sector  
to create synergies between the various  
health-related industries and supply chains, 
providing better career pathways.

•	 A collaborative region that is sure of its identity 
and can paint a coherent picture of its own future 
to politicians of all levels, achieved through the 
realisation of the Regional Collaboration Framework 
which had its origins in the Chamber and is being 
realised by Northern Tasmania Development 
Corporation.

Ultimately all these things combine to provide a 
compelling narrative around the competitiveness  
of our city and region as a place to do business, start  
a business, build a business, and live a high-quality life.
 
Additionally, we have maintained effective advocacy 
around business support through interstate COVID 
lockdowns that have had a disproportionate effect 
on tourism and hospitality businesses. Our voice was 
instrumental in highlighting the inadequacy of the initial 
Government support package for this sector, which was 
subsequently increased to an impactful level. 

Our Executive Officer David Peach has settled into the 
role following his commencement in August last year. 
His focus on membership has yielded excellent results, 
with our end of financial year membership hitting the 
highest it’s been since 2012. He was also able to ensure 
we ended the financial year in the black after a very 
challenging operating environment that subdued a 
number of our key events. He has become a respected 
and approachable figure for our members, stakeholders 
and the media.

Earlier this year, Will Cassidy was recognised for his 
outstanding work with elevation into a new role of 
Office and Membership Manager. This facilitated the 
appointment of Suzy Wadley into the Administration 
Officer position. They are a great team, and their 
effectiveness is evident from a very successful 
membership renewal period. 

Also, mid-year, the team moved premises from 28A 
Brisbane Street to new offices at 63 Cameron Street.  
Not only are we now proximate to key stakeholders 
including City of Launceston, the State Government, 
NTDC, Cityprom and Visit Northern Tasmania, we once 
again have our own boardroom and plenty of space  
for members to hot desk. 

Our program of events has ramped up again after a 
complete hiatus through last year’s COVID shutdown. 
There have been 26 major events since our previous 
AGM, and our guest speakers have included Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison, Federal Treasurer Josh
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Frydenberg, Premier Peter Gutwein (on four occasions), 
and Federal Energy Minister Angus Taylor (twice). There 
has been a focus on the hydrogen opportunity for the 
North, and on kanamaluka/The Tamar Estuary through 
our Leader’s Lunch partnership with Tamar NRM, The 
Rotary Club of Central Launceston and the Hotel Grand 
Chancellor. Additionally, there has been a program of 
business growth round tables and the launch of the  
new Lunch and Learn series.

The Tasplan Business Excellence Awards were held 
in March after being postponed from October 2020. 
The theme was resilience, and it was a celebration of 
the capability of business to survive disruption in 2020. 
Definium Technologies was awarded Business of the 
Year. Owen Tilbury was inducted into the Chamber’s  
Hall of Fame. Janine Healey was awarded our highest 
honour – Life Membership - in recognition of 20 years’ 
service to the organisation and a remarkable record  
of achievement and inspiration during that time. 

The Chamber’s Board of volunteer directors continually 
contribute their time and expertise for the greater  
good of the organisation, the city and region. I’d like  
to acknowledge and thank all of them. Special mentions 
are due to Vice Presidents Kate Daley and Daniela 
Cavalletti, and Treasurer Stephen Brown for their input  
as the Chamber’s Executive and their support and 
advice for me during the year. Also, to committee  
chairs Lynda McKay, Naomi Walsh, Fiona Turner and 
Stephen Brown for all of the extra work coordinating

and driving their respective committees. We welcomed 
Archana Brammall to the Board early in 2021, filling 
an appointed directorship on the basis of her industry 
background, skill set and reputation as an innovator  
and visionary. For the first time in the history of the 
Chamber, and undoubtedly not the last, we had  
a majority female board. 

2022 promises to be an exciting year full of opportunities 
for the Chamber with COVID vaccination rates leading to 
the reopening of state and international borders,  
pent-up demand for travel and tourism and the enhanced 
attractiveness of Tasmania, and Launceston in particular, 
as a destination for migration. Add to this Federal and 
Council elections, and there is great opportunity for the 
Chamber to advance our vision for the City. 

In conclusion, it’s been a very strong year for the 
Launceston Chamber of Commerce. We are a 172-year-old 
organisation with a proud history, yet we are contemporary 
and relevant in 2021. We are a focal point for a huge 
amount of passion and energy shared by our members, 
stakeholders, our board and officers for the great city of 
Launceston and the businesses that make it tick.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Andrew Pitt 

President 
Launceston Chamber of Commerce
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ph.   03 6331 9364
e.     info@lcc.asn.au 
fb.    LauncestonChamber

Contact Address
Ste 2, L1, 63 Cameron Street 
PO Box 1854 
Launceston Tasmania 7250


